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“How May We Serve You?”

As you read through this newsletter, you will see many of the exciting things
that GLAPCE has been involved with. We have just completed a phenomenal
conference dealing with how we as educators can be more effective in a
religiously pluralistic world. We are looking forward to the annual event for
APCE in Nashville in just a few months. We are using scholarships to make it
possible for people to attend these events. We are sending out this very
newsletter to help keep you informed of continuing education opportunities and
other helpful information. We sincerely hope that you find this information
valuable in your ministries.

Now we have a task for YOU. Talk to us. Let us know how we as an organization
can better serve you. What are we doing that you value? What are we not
doing that would be helpful to you? Our purpose is to serve YOU, the folks who
have been called to all forms of educational ministry. How can we do that more
effectively for you? We are waiting to hear from you!

In this newsletter, you will find emails and addresses for all members of the
GLAPCE board. Please send any ideas to your state representative, myself or
any member of the board. We promise to take your suggestions to heart. Or, if
you will be at the annual event in Nashville, be sure to attend the GLAPCE
regional dinner and talk with us in person. We want to hear from you!
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MEET YOUR NEW GLAPCE BOARD

PRESIDENT: Lisa Watts

| am a Certified Associate Christian educator,
serving Rocky River Presbyterian Church in
Rocky River, Ohio. | achieved certification
through taking courses at the APCE annual
events and through my presbytery. | have been
involved with the GLAPCE board for 4 years, and
this is my first year serving as president. | have
been married for 28 years to my husband Kevin.
We have two adult sons (one married), a ridicu-
lously spoiled Havanese named Poco, and we
are looking forward to grandkids in the not too
distant future. In my spare time, | love walking
the shores of Lake Erie (really, it is beautiful!),
reading and doing insanely difficult jigsaw puz-
zles. In 2010, | hope to make contact with as
many of our regional educators as possible!
Email: LWatts@riverpres.org

VICE PRESIDENT: Karen Banaszak

Karen is a Certified Christian educator, who
plans to retire in early 2010, served as DCE in PC
(USA) churches for over 16 years; currently serv-
ing an internship in hopes of becoming a CLP
(Commissioned Laity Pastor); favorite non-
church activities include her four year old grand-
son, Jacob and two year old twin granddaugh-
ters Faith and Grace; working and playing with
her assistance dog Miro and watching Tiger
baseball. Email: klb_dce@yahoo.com
SECRETARY: Heather Bailey

Email: hbaileydce@hotmail.com
TREASURER: Prue Dana

Email: pdana@bizwoh.rr.com
CONFERENCE REGISTRAR:MarthaMcDonald
Email: mmcdonald@irvpresby.org
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Laura Price

Email: Laura@universitypres.org

GREAT LAKE REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE:
Jeanne Mclver

| am the Great Lakes Regional Representative to
the APCE beginning my sixth year of service. |
have previously served as president and Ohio
representative for GLAPCE. | am a Certified
Christian Educator, Southminster Presbyterian
Church in Centerville, Ohio employs me to
coordinate their children’s, and adult programs
as well as directing the Lifelong Learning Pro-

Continued on page 3

The GLAPCE LAMP AWARD

is presented occasionally to someone who:

e Has been a member of GLAPCE/APCE for at least 5 years
e Has exhibited unusual, unique and / or outstanding contribu-

tions to: GLAPCE/APCE, the local church or other

governing bodies of PC(USA)

e Nominations may be submitted in writing by any GLAPCE

member and signed by at least 3 GLAPCE members.
Nomination forms and criteria for selection should be requested
from the GLAPCE President. Nomination forms should be
returned to the GLAPCE President. Final selection will be
made by the GLAPCE board. The Lamp Award is presented at
the annual fall business meeting.

THANKS TO OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS

At our GLAPCE corporation meeting at our October conference,
we installed some new officers that you will find listed in this
newsletter. | would like to take a moment to thank those people
who have served this board. Many thanks to Phyllis Wezeman,
who served faithfully as our president. Under Phyllis’ able
leadership we were able to host some wonderful conferences and
gatherings at our annual meetings. Thanks also are in order for
Martha McDonald, who served as our treasurer. Martha will be
remaining on the board as our event registrar. Donna Gray
(Michigan), Gina Struensee (Wisconsin), Katherine Reider (Indiana)
and Julie Giegler (lllinois) all served us in the positions of state
representatives. Our thanks to all of them!

Lisa Watts

GLAPCE president

Great Lakes Association of

Presbyterian Church Educators
is a region of the
Association of Presbyterian Church Educators
including persons engaged in the church’s
educational ministries in Indiana, Illinois,
Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin

G.L.A.P.C.E.SEEKS TO

*Nurture those in the church’s educational ministries by
maintaining a list of persons in educational ministries
*Communicate with presbytery educator groups
*Provide opportunities for networking with colleagues in
educational ministry

*Discover new resources and ideas

*Provide continuing education
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MEET YOUR NEW GLAPCE BOARD
Continued from page 2

gram which includes a large Learning Resource Center
(?). | retired three years ago from full time

work as an educator for a Dayton church where | was a
generalist with a focus on youth ministry. | served as
moderator of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley. |
have written curriculum for Workshop Rotation for the
PCUSA and for Worship 4 Life from Logos Productions.
In 2007, | was awarded a Life Achievement Award by
APCE. GLAPCE also honored me with a Lamp Award in
2001.
My favorite activity outside of my work with the church
is loving and enjoying my children, grandchildren, and
my close friends. | have four children and eight grand-
children and they are my joy. | am an avid reader and
love discussing books from a variety of genre. | have
been privileged to stay in touch with many youth from
my youth groups over the years and this year | have
enjoyed being a part of several weddings of those
youth as | traveled for celebrations in Ohio, California,
and lowa.

| enjoy my work with APCE and GLAPCE and
find my service there has built strong relationships with
educators all over the US. It is fun as well as helpful to
others. It is also most time consuming. Completing six
years on the APCE board has provided me the
opportunity to serve in new ways. | chair the
Membership, Advocacy and Scholarship Committee of
APCE. We try to find ways to increase membership, to
advocate for educators, and to award scholarships to
the Annual Event of APCE and for Certification Classes
at the Annual Event. My committee plans the Certifica-
tion Class at General Assembly and has a booth in the
display space for advocacy of Christian Educators.
My goal is to continue to love and serve others in new
and exciting ways. Reaching out through electronics
keeps my mind active and growing, my growing edge.
Email: Jean.mciver@att.net Jeanne@sminster.com
ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVE: Julie Giegler
Director of Christian Education Fair Oaks Presbyterian
Church Oak Park, IL. BS from Carroll College in educa-
tion My favorite thing is to have time to just read. |
love to read fiction, my great escape. | am married with
2 grown children. Andrew a high school math teacher,
Laura starting med school at UIC. We have a cat Dusty.
Goal for 2010. Spend more time working on long range
planning for our church education programs.
Email: Julie@Fairoakspres.org

INDIANA REPRESENTATIVIE: Cheryl Moles
Christian Educator at Central Presbyterian Church in Terre
Haute IN since August 2000 working toward Associate Certi-
fication. Attending Indiana State University Women’s Bas-
ketball games is my favorite non-church activity. A church
goal for 2010 is to design our ministry to nurture “full-nest”
families that feel overwhelmed by the busy-ness of life. We
are starting a prayer group that will pray specifically for our
families, more free child care opportunities to give parents
time to be together (as a couple or fellowship with others),
and support and encouragement through parenting
classes. We are also addressing the special needs of single
parents. A major building renovation has just begun at the
church and will continue through April 2010. We are ex-
cited to have a better use of space in our Civil War era
building that is land locked by Indiana State University. The
church staff needs patience (and Tylenol) as we endure
temporary offices and the construction noise and mess. (A
continuing personal goal is to clean and organize my
house!)
Email: Cheryl@thcpc.org
MICHIGAN REPRESENTATIVE: Suzanne Weeldreyer
Christian education is a new calling for me but one that |
pursue with passion and energy. Suzanne is Christian edu-
cator at First Presbyterian in Marshall, Michigan, where her
husband serves as Pastor.
Email: sweeldreyer@att.net
OHIO REPRESENTATIVE: Bette Case

| am currently serving as an Elder at Lakewood
Presbyterian Church. | have served four churches in
Pennsylvania and Ohio as a Christian Educator since earning
my MA in Christian Education at the Presbyterian School of
Christian Education in 1984. Currently, beyond service in
my own church, | do consulting in C.E. and am serving as a
presbytery registrar for the 2010 Presbyterian Youth
Triennium. | am married to Brian Case, we have a fourteen
year old son, Todd, and a miniature schnauzer named
Gracie. My goal as a board member this year is to make
contacts in each of Ohio’s presbyteries, and seek ways that
GLAPCE can better support the ministries of Christian
Educators in Ohio.
Email: bbtcase@aol.com
WISCONSIN: VACANT

In Memorial...

GLAPCE received word that John McDowell who is a
Life Member of APCE has died. He lived in Midland

Michigan and attended APCE and GLAPCE. He and

his wife Judy were strongly committed to the mission

of the church. John will be missed.
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SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED FOR 2010 APCE
APCE has just awarded the regional scholarship for the
Great Lakes Region to Rev. Jane Esterline. She writes
this: is my first call year with Park Presbyterian Church,
Streator, in Blackhawk Presbytery, as solo pastor. For
eleven years my husband and I served as mission co
-workers with PC (USA) in Cameroon and Fiji Islands.
David had the primary call and I devoted my time
(Continued in the next column)

APCE REPORT from Jeanne

The Annual Event of APCE is a great way to
grow and learn. I want to encourage everyone to come
to Nashville. We in the Great Lakes Region will have
dinner together and it is a great way to get to know those
other educators around our region. They have so much
to offer as we network.

News from my committee of the APCE cabinet
is that we will have a new kind of membership in 2010,
the Small Church Membership. This new membership
is for small churches with 100 or fewer attending wor-
ship. It provides the following: a church subscription to
the ACPE Advocate, reduced rates for anyone attending
the APCE Annual Event, discounts at Montreat Books
Store and Christian Education Conference, access to
quarterly reports in the ALERT from the president of
APCE, and the opportunity to help advocate for Chris-
tian Educators and Christian Education today. Upcom-
ing Annual Events will be in Albuquerque, Grand Rap-
ids and in Florida.

APCE Scholarships are given each year to those
attending APCE Annual Event for the first time. Go to
the website, www.apcenet.org for more information.
Stay connected to the news about educators in Reformed
family of educators.

I will in 2010, help GLAPCE elect a new Re-
gional Representative. If you have questions about this
position please let me know (jeanne@sminster.com). It
takes time weekly and two or more weeks away from
home and job, and it takes a commitment to serve 3
years or better yet for 6 years. Expenses for the fall
meeting of the cabinet are paid by APCE, but the meet-
ing prior to the Annual Event is not paid for by APCE
with the exception of a portion of a sleeping room on
meeting days. There will be an open search for nomi-
nees and an election primarily by email (people who do
not have email will get a paper ballot). The new repre-
sentative will be elected by October 2010 to begin serv-
ing in January of 2011 prior to the Annual Event in
Albuquerque.

to Christian Education/Formation during our time over-
seas and for years after returning to the States. It had
been my intention to follow a call to the Ministry of
Word and Sacrament when the time was right. 1 pur-
posely wanted that call to begin through the mouth of
babes so my Christian Education/Formation experiences
(Sunday school coordinator and Director of After School
Programs) propelled me forward to seminary and ordina-
tion. My commitment in ministry is to the whole people
of God and shared nurture and instruction so it was my
joy to accept the commission to co-POINT Representa-
tive for Blackhawk Presbytery with Rev. Christina Berry.
She was recommended by Christina Berry.

Suzanne Weeldreyer wrote: Christian education is a new
calling for me but one that I pursue with passion and en-
ergy. However, being new means having many questions
and not a few doubts. I recently found out about my local
group, the Great Lakes Association of Presbyterian
Church Educators. I attended their fall conference and
was instantly blessed by these people and the workshops
and worship that were a part of the event. This network
of educators helps me to feel less isolated in my work in
a relatively small church and gives me a group among
whom I can ask for help and bounce around ideas. I be-
lieve it would be even more beneficial to widen that net-
work by attending APCE and meeting educators across
the country. The new ideas about worship, the arts, and
materials about learning models from the GLAPCE con-
ference have been interesting to consider. The informa-
tion from these resources led me to think about our cur-
rent programs and approaches to education. The work-
shop offerings at APCE offer an even wider scope from
which to choose. “I'm new! What Do I Do? The Day-to-
Day Work of Christian Education” and the sessions rele-
vant to programming on a small budget are of keen inter-
est to me. I am new to my position and would like to
explore whether further training and/or accreditation as
an educator is where I’'m being called. I am also em-
ployed in a smaller church in a state facing very tough
economic times. Attendance at APCE would allow me
so many opportunities to explore this call and to gain
knowledge to enhance my work in my home

church. Thank you for considering my application for
scholarship assistance.

Hope we will be able to introduce both Jane
and Suzanne at the Regional Dinner on the first
night of APCE. Thanks, Jeanne Mclver, GLAPCE
Cabinet Rep.

Regional Dinner at APCE Event, Wednesday, January 27, 2010
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GLAPCE
Great Lakes
Association OF
Presbyterian Church

Educators
University Presbyterian
Church
1385 S. Adams Road
Rochester Hills, Ml
48309

Editor: LauraPrice
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Fall 2009 Conference

This past October the GLAPCE board
had a great leap of faith and met in Hudson,
Ohio a small town south of Cleveland. The
Rev. Dr. Richard Watts was our keynote
speaker on Educating in a Religiously Plural-
istic World. The Rev. Brenda Grauer lead us
in creative and inclusive worship which in-
cluded everything from candle making to
prayer beads, painting silk scarves to a prayer
wall. We were joined by two enthusiastic
women from Russia, who are involved in
Christian ministries. It was a great time of
formation and re-creation.

Dr. Watts challenged us to look at
our ministries with a new lens and gave us a
list of five questions for Christian educators
to ask themselves when thinking about CE in
a radically pluralistic religious world:
1. Do we give not only permission, but
active encouragement, for critical question-
ing?
2. Do we create opportunities for dialogue
between our faith tradition and the best of
contemporary knowledge (e.g. biological
evolution?)
3. Do we create occasions for relationships
and dialogue with persons of other great
world religions?
4. Are we clear, within the church and to
outsiders, about the historical-contextual
way we read the Bible?
5. Are we making our voices heard in the
public arena?
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2010 GLAPCE
FALL CONFERENCE
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
JOYCE MAC KICHAN WALKER
ADULT EDUCATION

WEBER CENTER
ADRIAN, MICHIGAN
OCTOBER 26-28, 2010

Early registration forms and scholarship information will be
available on the APCE web site in January 2010.
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Photo from GLAPCE Conference, Hudson, Ohio, October 20-22, 2009
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